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			Once there was a little hermit crab called Shelly. She lived with her Mum, Dad and little brother Timmy. They lived in a little rock cave on the edge of the ocean. It was a very calm and happy life until...
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One terrible night, Shelly's parents woke up to hear Timmy screaming for help. As her parents scuttled out they told Shelly to stay behind in the cave to keep her safe. Soon the screaming got louder then slowly faded away. She knew what had happened. Her parents had been washed away by the current and she knew she would never see her family again. 
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			4 years passed from when her family were pulled away by the currents and in that time she had encountered many distressing events. But none as distressing as when a transparent bottle with a red label wrapped around it almost crushed her. Shelly was frightened of the strange object for days but slowly she got used to it.

Over time Shelly's rock cave filled with a variety of different objects. First it was the bottle followed by a can then a plastic bag. Through time more and more rubbish filled the rock cave, and the more the rock cave got filled with rubbish the more Shelly got sick and food got harder to find.
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			Only 2 years past when the red bottle had dropped into Shelly's rock cave but now rubbish had taken over Shelly's rock cave. She could barely move and she was extremely sick. Shelly was slowly dying and she needed to make an important decision...stay home and slowly fade away or leave the cave and go on a desperate search for a healthy, clean home. Shelly decided to do the best choice which meant she left her rock cave for a new home.

Shelly packed her shell with all her favourite things. She looked around the cave that she grew up in. She imagined her rock bed with all its curvy, twisted cracks. She knew she couldn't take her bed but she wished she could. She wished she could take everything her parents owned. She wished she could take everything her parents touched. But she could barely take anything because the rubbish was like a force field, to powerful for Shelly to reach through and grab her parents valuables.
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			Shelly scuttled out of the cave with tears in her eyes. As she looked back a wave of sadness and memories drowned her. She slowly moved to the edge of the smooth sand where her brother was screaming for help 6 years ago. Her anger overpowered her sadness knowing that she could  still have her parents if only her brother wasn't so silly. Shelly took an deep breath and jumped forward.

As the current pulled Shelly along she wondered where she was. What would happen to her? But  most importantly did she make the right decision? Her mind wandered until she heard a small desperate cry for help and slowly as she kept moving forward that small cry turned into a loud shrill scream. Right before her eyes she saw a small desperate seal. The look in his eyes told Shelly everything. He had dread, terror but most of all he needed help and he needed it fast. 
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Shelly couldn't sleep at all that day. All she could think about were the recent events that had happened to her. As morning came she ventured out into the unknown again. She was weak with exhaustion and hunger. As she slowly battled with the rough current and rubbish she suddenly collapsed. In front of her was the largest most colossal rock she had ever seen. As she climbed up the almost vertical rock face she saw her favourite food. Sea algae. A sudden wave of excitement washed over her. She found a second gear and speed up the rock face in a matter of minutes as she got to the top she saw the most amazing sight a crab had ever seen.

Shelly scuttled over to the seal and saw a bit of rope that had been caught around him. Carefully she used her pinchers and cut the poor seal free. After the seal said his thanks and Shelly said her goodbyes she watched the seal swim through the ocean into the distance. As Shelly moved along she came across a small amount of coral that would be suitable to stay in for the day.
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			Scattered all over the rock was fresh sea algae that could last Shelly a lifetime. Across into the ocean was the most prettiest sight Shelly would ever see. She saw small colourful fish dart in and out among thousands of plants of seaweed and a small ray of sunlight splashed over Shelly's new home. A sudden wave of excitement washed over Shelly, she knew that this would be the new home Shelly would wake up to everyday. As she got to the top she saw the most fancy crab home in the history of crabs. It was made of stone with a little wooden drawbridge at the side. There was three towers at the top of the building that could be seen a mile away.


Years past as if they were seasons. Shelly grew older but as years past the house stayed the same. She finally had the peaceful, calm life she had been searching for her whole life. Nothing could go wrong now.
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We said that Shelly slept during the day as hermit crabs are nocturnal. . 

This book is about pollution of the ocean and how rubbish kills 100,000 marine creatures around the world each year.

Thank you for reading, we hope you enjoyed!!!!!

Shayla Payne

Beth Anderson


Shelly
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