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			MARTIN LUTHER KING JR
A CHANGE MAKER WE CONSIDER A ROLE MODEL
      
BY SARAH & CASEY Year 7 Winton Primary School.
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			Introduction 

Martin Luther King Jr was an African American who believed that everyone should have equal rights. He made a speech called I Have a Dream which was about the black and white, poor and rich who came together in the nations capital to demand voting rights and equal opportunities for African Americans and to end racial discrimination.
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			Child life 
Martin Luther King Jr was born in Atlanta Georgia on January 15th 1929. King had two siblings, his older sister and his younger brother. King attended public schools at the age of 15, his was admitted to Morehouse Collage, where he studied medicine and law. President Dr Benjamin Mays, and influential the ologian and outspoken advocate for racial equality. After graduating in 1948 King entered Crozer the ological seminary in Pennsylvania, where he earned a bachelor of divinity degree, won a prestigious fellowship and was elected president of his predominantly white senior class.

[image: ]
[image: ]


			

		

	
		
			Famous for 
He was an African American who was a black activist who tried to get rights for black people.
We think Martin Luther King Jr is a change maker because he fought for equal rights for the black people to have the same rights as what the white people have. Some differences are
1) Being on the same bus
2) Drinking from the same fountain 
3) Going to the same school
And much more.
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			Achievements
King had a lot of achievements, but his most important ones were.
1) Nobel Prize Peace 1964
2) Presidential Medal Of Freedom 1977
3) Congressional Gold Medal 
Kings favourite quote was
The ultimate measure of a man is not were he stands in moments of comfort and convenience, but where he stands at times of challenge and controversy.
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			I Have A Dream
On August 28th 1963, Martin Luther King Jr delivered his famous speech called 'I Have A Dream'
At the Lincoln Memorial in Washington D.C.The 1950s, 1960s and 1970s were tremendously difficult times for African Americans. They were not treated like white Americans simply because of there skin colour. And the laws protected the bad treatment they got. Laws requiring "separate " hotels, restaurants, schools and even drinking fountains. 
Martin Luther King Jr was a leader in the civil rights movement, a drive to get more equal treatment for all Americans, not just white Americans. This speech was important in several ways: 
It bought even greater attention to the civil rights movement, which had been going on for many years. A gathering of more than 250,000 people in the Nations Capital. It bought Martin Luther King Jr and his message of nonviolence to a nation wide audience. The speech was carried on radio and was reprinted in newspapers and magazines all over the world. After the speech,the name Martin Luther King Jr was known to many more people than before.
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			Martin Luther King Jr's Final Years And Assassination 

King continued to protest against such things as the Vietnam war and poverty( poor conditions)
Among Americans of all races. On evening of April 4th, 1968, King was fatally shot while standing on the balcony of the hotel in Memphis, where he had traveled to support a sanitation workers' strike. In the wake of his death, a wave of riots swept mangers city's across the country. 
James Earl Ray, an escaped convict and known racist, pleated guilty to the murder and was scent to 99 years in prison.
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			Glossary 

1) Heralded - to announce or signal that something is approaching.
2) Controversy- a disagreement, often a pubic one, that involves different ideas or opinions about something.
3) convict - to decide officially in a court of law that someone is guilty of a particular crime.
4) activist - the policy or action of using vigorous campaigning to bring about political or social change.
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