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FIDEL CASTRO 

Father Of Communism In Cuba
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			Fidel Castro's life

Fidel Castro was born in Biran, Cuba on the 13 of August 1926. He was the son of a wealthy sugar cane farmer but he grew up in poverty with his siblings and a tutor in a different town. He was an extremely mischievous student who devoted his schooling years to sports instead of academics. After these years was the time in which he became the leader of Cuba and a founding father of communism in the modern world. Finally in 2016 after a long, eventful life and 636 assassination attempts Fidel 'El Commandante' Castro passed away peacefully of old age at 90.



Fidel Castro in 1961
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Early revolutions and alliances

Che Guevara                                          Fidel Castro.                                                             Raul Castro

In the early years of his life Fidel partnered with Raul Castro and Che Guevara, two other believers in Communism and attempted to overthrow many governments in the top of South America. They remained a trio for most of their life. When Cuba's previous leader Fulgencio  Bastista was overthrown Fidel Castro replaced him with the other two as close advisors. Together they began Communism in Cuba.
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			Why Fidel Castro Is A Changemaker

Fidel Castro was a law student but was "politically illiterate," he became part of many student protests against the government and openly shared his dislike to Americans and 'corruption'. Because of this he ended up in the front page of many newspapers. He began arming himself and his friends, receiving many death threats and   being accused of multiple assassinations. He then began traveling around South America, joining many revolutions on the way.

He returned to Cuba where he ended up in court following a 4 hour gun battle with police. Finally he overthrew Batista 's forces and began communism in Cuba by guerrilla war with Che Guevara and Raul Castro in 1959 .The Americans obviously didn't enjoy having a communist country right on their doorstep so in 1961 they attempted to land the Bay of Pigs and invade Cuba,this failed within two days.Feeling shaken, Castro agreed to the USSR, request to position nuclear missiles on Cuba leading to the Cuban missile crisis.
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			                       Bay Of Pigs Invasion 
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On the 17th of April 1961 , a group of 1100 American-trained Cuban exiles landed in the Bay Of Pigs,attempting to overthrow Fidel Castro and his government.They failed miserably and had to retreat only 2 days from the landing,mainly due to Guevara's early input and training of the Cuban troops.The American's plan  was rushed and not thought out very well,the Cubans  outnumbered the Americans 50:1. This was extremely damaging to the American army's reputation and strength.The Americans lost 2 boats, 6 planes , 400 soldiers and a lot of pride.
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			                 Cuban missile crisis

After a long string of assassination attempts and the Bay of Pigs invasion, Fidel was feeling quite nervous about the Americans. At the same time Nikita Khrushchev ( the leader of the Soviet Union) was also very wary of the Americans after NATO's* placing of nuclear missiles in Turkey. Because of these events the two made a pact and within days Cuba began constructing missile launch sites.After an extremely tense 2 days and the closet the world has came to nuclear war , an agreement was made and the sites were dismantled in Cuba and Turkey, ending the Cuban missile crisis

*NATO stands for North Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
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A U-2 reconnaissance plane photo of Cuban missile sites.
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A Soviet MRBM missile in Cuba



			

		

	
		
			Cuban Communism 

Cuba becoming a Communist country in 1959 opened the door for Vietnam and Laos to join them in the 5 countries left in the world that are still Communist. For Cuba which was quite a poor country, Communism helped them greatly with their health care system which is now ranked in the top 50 in the world. It also abolished racism and reduced illiteracy. But as in all  Communist countries, it stopped political and financial freedom. Though Fidel Castro has now passed away, Cuba is still a communist country.
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			Fidel Castro's legacy 

I began the revolution with 82 men. If I had to do it again I could do it with 10 men and absolute faith. It does not matter how small you are if you have faith and a plan of action.
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			Glossary 

Politically illiterate: Lacking knowledge of politics 

Assassination:To kill someone suddenly or secretively 

Communism: A government system in which everything is run by the government and everyone is paid the same

Changemaker: Someone who changes the world for good or for bad

Alliances: A union or association 

Corruption: Dishonest or fraudulent conduct by those in power.

Guerilla war: A war in which small groups of soldiers not belonging to regular or established army units engage in fighting against typically larger regular forces .

Pact: A formal agreement between individuals .

Abolished: Formally put an end to. 
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